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About SFI

Founded in

2000

Officially
established in

2003

As at 31 December 2014

809 Active Awards

with future commitments totaling

€460m

€2.2bn
Commitment
by SFI since
2001 in

4,000
awards
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SFI position in the landscape
Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation

Supporting Research
and Innovation
for the Future

Supporting Indigenous
Irish Companies

Supporting Multinational
Companies in Ireland

RDI Funding Spectrum
0. Idea
1. Basic
research

SFI

4. Small scale
6. Prototype
8. First of a kind
formulation
prototype
system
commercial system
5. Large scale
7. Demonstration
9. Full commercial
3. Applied
prototype
system
application
research

2. Technology

EI

IDA
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What SFI actually does


Makes grants to Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) in Ireland



Based on competitive, international merit review for scientific excellence and impact



Trains people



Builds infrastructure



Produces scientific results and technology (Research Output)



Transfer of the Research Output to existing and new companies for economic and societal impact



Supply of appropriately trained people along the entire science and technology pipeline



Significant industrial collaboration attracting, anchoring and starting companies



Leverages other research funding e.g. Industrial / EU / Charitable / Philanthropic / International



Fosters high levels of collaboration between academia, industry, charity, disciplines, sectors, institutions,
people and countries



Operates in an open, agile and engaged mode with a willingness to seize new opportunities

5

What SFI delivers for its Annual €150m Budget

12

A research engine of
2600 people
including over 450
leading scientists

World leading SFI
Research Centres
spanning several HEIs

and industry

732
Active Research
Projects

Generating Annually
2,500
scientific
papers

€150m
4 spin out
companies

900 collaborations with
industry
(460 MNCs, 441 SMEs)

30 licensed
technologies

60 patent
filings, 10
patents
awarded

in leveraged
non-SFI funding

1,600 international
collaborations in over
50 countries
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SFI’s Budget since establishment

SFI Budget was maintained
throughout times of austerity
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SFI/Industry Collaborations
There are currently

900+collaborations attributed to active SFI research awards

- (460 MNCs, 441 SMEs)

SFI
Researchers
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Ireland’s
standing in global research
Ireland in the top 20 countries in global rankings for the quality of scientific research (since


2009)





Ireland highlighted as one of five up and coming countries in the world to watch for scientific
research excellence (Nature Journal, 2013)

Ireland excellence in certain fields (citations):


1st for Immunology



1st for Animal and Dairy



3rd for Nanoscience



4th for Computer Science



6th for Materials Science
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Ireland is the most R&D efficient country in the EU, extracting
the top percentile innovation output from a below average
public expenditure on R&D
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SFI Strategic Plan: Agenda 2020
Excellence and Impact

1
2

To be the Best science funding
agency in the world at creating
impact from excellent
research and demonstrating clear
value for money invested

To be the exemplar in building
partnerships that fund
excellent science and
drive it out into the market and
society
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To have the most engaged and
scientifically informed
public
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To represent the ideal
modern public service
organisation, staffed in a
lean and flexible manner, with
efficient and effective
management.
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What is Impact?

The demonstrable effect that
excellent research makes to
society and the economy
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6 Pillars of Impact and 3 Cross Cutting Themes
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Economic Impact




Growing businesses (existing or new) through new or improved products / services
Improving the performance of an existing business (or businesses) through
increasing efficiency, productivity and / or reducing commercial risk



Attracting and retaining businesses



Building opportunities in the economy (increasing economic resilience)





Improving employment opportunities (including job creation and increase in job
value)
Enabling access to new markets and state-of-the art knowledge for businesses

14

Job Links to SFI

SFI is a key part of the enterprise ecosystem
•

From 1 January – 31 December 2013
–

SFI has links to 41% (2,618) of the 6,449 jobs (90 company
announcements) announced by the IDA in all fields.

–

SFI has links to 65% (2,018) of the 3,085 jobs (52 company
announcements) announced by the IDA in fields covered by SFI’s
legal remit.
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SFI Research Centres Programme
•

Key objectives:


To develop a set of world-leading, large-scale research centres that will
provide major economic impact for Ireland



Achieve, maintain and enhance research excellence and leadership



Increase the level of industrial and commercial investment in R&D activities
with existing Ireland-based companies



Attract large Foreign Direct Investments in corporate R&D centres



Spin-out new, high-tech start-ups



Leveraging of non-Exchequer funding
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SFI Research Centres
•

•

Largest ever state/industry co-funded research investment in Ireland
€350m of new Exchequer funds from SFI for 12 World Class Research
Centres over 6 years

•

€190m co-investment by over 250 industry partners

•

Supports key growth areas targeted in the NRPE and Action Plan for Jobs

•

Targets research into major social challenges, including Health and Energy

•

Directly supporting 1300 top-class researcher positions
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SFI Research Centres
•

ADAPT

– Centre for Digital Content Platform Research

•

AMBER

– Advanced Materials and BioEngineering Research Centre

•

APC

•

CONNECT – Future Broadband, Cellular and Internet of Things networks

•

CÚRAM

– Centre for Research in Medical Devices

•

iCRAG

– Irish Centre for Research in Applied Geosciences

•

INFANT

– Irish Centre for Fetal and Neonatal Translational Research

•

INSIGHT

– Centre for Data Analytics

•

IPIC

•

LERO

– Irish Software Research Centre

•

MaREI

– Marine Renewable Energy Ireland

•

SSPC

– Synthesis & Solid State Pharmaceutical Centre

– Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre

– Irish Photonic Integration Research Centre
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SFI Programmes for Industry
SFI Research
Centres

SFI Research
Centres Spokes

• World leading, large scale Centres with

• Opportunity to become a new

major economic impact for Ireland

• Funding of between €1m and €10m per
year in direct costs over six years

• SFI funds up to 70%. Minimum 30%
industry investment at least one third of
which must be cash

• Twelve Research Centres already funded
representing €335m Exchequer funding
and €190m industry investment by over
200 partners

Industry or Academic Partner of an
existing Centre

• Allows existing Centres to grow
and evolve

• Fixed call: competitive assessment,
30% industry contribution

• Rolling call: proposals assessed on
own merits, 50% industry cash
contribution

• Minimum project size €400k, no
maximum award size
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SFI Programmes for Industry
Industry Fellowship

SFI Partnerships

• Funds salary, travel and subsistence of

• Flexible Mechanism to support

an academic researcher to spend up to
one year full time or two years part
time in industry, anywhere in the world

• Funds travel and subsistence of
Industry personnel to spend up to one
year full time or two years part time in
academia in Ireland

• No limit on the number of Fellows in
any company

• No requirement for academic Fellow
to return to the Research Body

• Up to max of €120k per Fellowship

ambitious research projects of scale
between industry and academia

• SFI matches the investment by
industry

• (i) Competitive Joint Funding
Partnership Programme:
SFI-Industry co-funded, competitive
call to research community for
proposals

• (ii) Strategic Partnerships: proposal
submitted to SFI jointly by academic
researcher and company following an
EoI stage
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SFI Programmes for Industry
TIDA

Research Professorships
•

•

•

•

•

•

SFI Research Professorship Programme assists research
bodies in the recruitment of world-leading researchers
for Professorial Chairs, or similar research leadership
positions in targeted scientific areas

•

•

€5m laboratory set-up costs over 5 years
The programme may also act as a mechanism to support
the recruitment of individuals who possess a strong
industry background

•

The Targeted Research Professorship Programme seeks
to build capacity in key areas of economic importance
One of the objectives of the RP Programme is to enable
partnership funding with industry
Applicants are specifically asked how their research
could impact on the development of the Irish economy,
competitiveness and development

•

•

Opportunity for researchers to focus
on the first steps of commercialisation
Demonstrates the commercial
feasibility of innovative
ideas/techniques/technologies for
further commercialisation

Awardees engage in
‘commercialisation training’ (DCU
Ryan Academy)
Typical projects are at a preEnterprise Ireland Commercialisation
Fund stage
One fixed call per year, funding of up
to €100k per project
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SFI Programme Groups
RECRUITMENT
•

SFI President of Ireland Young
Researcher Award

EARLY and MID-CAREER RESEARCHERS
•
•
•

•

SFI Research Professorship
Scheme / SFI Targeted Research
Professorship

•

•
•

•

SFI Starting Investigator Research
Grant

•
•
•

•

ERC Development Programme

•

•

ERC Support Scheme

•
•

•

SFI President of Ireland Young Researcher Award
SFI Starting Investigator Research Grant
SFI Career Development Award
SFI-Royal Society University Research Fellowship
Scheme
ERC Development Programme
ERC Support Scheme
Employment Based PhD Programme (IRC)
SFI Science Policy PhD Fellowship Programme
SFI STEM PhD Programme
SFI-NSF-Graduate Research Opportunities
Worldwide (GROW)
Wellcome Trust Schemes
SFI Fellowship Programme

OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUALS
•
•

•

•

•
•

SFI Investigators Programme
SFI Research Professorship Scheme
/ SFI Targeted Research
Professorship
SFI President of Ireland Young
Researcher Award
SFI-HRB-Wellcome Trust
Biomedical Research Partnership
ERC Development Programme
ERC Support Scheme

SFI Fellowship Programme
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SFI International Programmes
INTERNATIONAL
•

US-Ireland R&D Partnership Programme

•

SFI Industry Fellowship

•

SFI Partnerships

•

SFI Investigators Programme (IvP) joint with N.I. (and likely BBSRC (UK) and NNSF (China))

•

SFI-NSF-Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide (GROW)

•

SFI St. Patrick’s Day Science Medal

•

SFI Conferences and Workshops

•

International Strategic Cooperation Award(ISCA)
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Total US Foreign Direct Investment in Ireland
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Top U.S. FDI Destinations Q1-Q3 2014
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Total number of industry contracts signed
across the initial 7 SFI Research Centres at the end
of each month from Sept 2013 to Jan 2015
12

# Indus try C ontracts

10

8

6

4

2

0
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Collaboration with industry and internationally
enhances the quality of published scientific research
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Tuesday 14th October 2014

Thank you
www.sfi.ie
@scienceirel

